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EXPANSION OF DROPOUT PREVENTION WILL HELP MORE KIDS STAY IN SCHOOL 

Communities In Schools of Pennsylvania Expands Organization Across Central Pennsylvania by 300% 
 
(HARRISBURG, PA) – Communities In Schools (CISPA) of Pennsylvania, the number one drop-out             
prevention program in America, has expanded their communities throughout Central Pennsylvania by            
300% in Harrisburg, Lancaster and York County.  
 
Within two years, CISPA expanded their presence by adding two new communities and six new site                
coordinators, increasing the opportunity of positive impact for the county school districts. Since 2014,              
CISPA has been working to reach at risk youth throughout Central Pennsylvania. The development was               
made in part by anonymous donors who recognize the need for CISPA’s support and validation within the                 
specific school districts.  
 
“Through the generosity of local and national donors, we’re able to serve 5,000 more students and expand                 
upon our evidence-based model in the community throughout the region,” said Ryan Riley, President and               
State Director of Communities In Schools of Pennsylvania. “The need for CISPA has never been more                
important as we look at the changing demographics in communities and the barriers related to poverty.” 
 
The expansion across Central Pennsylvania includes a new site at John Harris High School in Harrisburg                
and Burrowes Elementary School and Lincoln Middle school in Lancaster. The York County expansion              
includes Davis K-8, along with 5 original site locations.  
 
Communities In Schools of Pennsylvania has been working for [NUMBER OF YEARS] to break the cycle                
of poverty by connecting poor kids to the resources they need to stay in school and succeed in life. Aided                    
by dozens of community partners, CIS site coordinators help provide mentoring, counseling, healthcare,             
transportation and other crucial services, all coordinated within the school setting for maximum             
effectiveness. 
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About Communities In Schools of Pennsylvania 
 
Communities In Schools of Pennsylvania is part of the nation’s largest and most effective dropout prevention organization,                 
dedicated to doing whatever it takes to help students succeed in school and achieve in life. Operating in more than 2,400                     
schools in the most challenged communities of 25 states and the District of Columbia, Communities In Schools serves                  
nearly 1.5 million young people and their families each year. Based directly inside schools throughout the country,                 
Communities In Schools connects students and their families to basic and critical educational and community-based               
resources, tailored to each student’s specific needs. Learn more about Communities In Schools of Pennsylvania at                
http://cisofpa.org/   
 
 


