
 

 

The increase in graduation rate calls for an increase in the standard of education for students. 
 
With graduation a handful of months away, high school seniors are preparing themselves for their turn to 
walk in a cap and gown to receive their diploma. What has been an issue for many high schoolers in the 
past can now be a light at the end of the tunnel knowing that the nationwide high school graduate rate has 
hit a new record of 83.2%, which is four points greater than the 2010-2011 school year.  
 
This is the highest the graduation rate has ever been in the country, and marks a huge achievement for 
educators, state facilitators and the students themselves. Schools should take a great deal of pride in the 
fact that the graduation rates have increased, as this shows promise for continued improvement. However, 
our jobs are not done yet.  
 
The national math and reading test scores for college entrance exams, such as the SAT and ACT, are 
currently in decline. Graduating students who took the SAT at least once during the month of January of 
this year scored an average total of 1484, out of a maximum score of 2400. This included three points 
dropped in critical reading, four points in math, and five points in the writing section of the test.  
 
Not to mention, minority groups and people living in poverty are not seeing the gains across the board as 
compared to their other more affluent peers, due to unforeseen challenges and barriers that prevent them 
from reaching their full potential.  
 
While the students are graduating and increasing the national rate, there are numerous disparities within 
the standard of education that children are receiving. The decline of college entrance exam scores is just 
one of the telltale signs that schools still have a great amount of work ahead of themselves to prepare their 
students for success in the post-graduate life. It is one thing to simply have kids graduate on time and 
another to fully equip students with the best education to become well adjusted for college and the real 
world.  
 
The good news is there are solutions to these problems. For example, schools can start implementing 
individualized programs that focus on providing resources to aide personal issues and bridging the gap 
between obstacles and success. Schools can stress the importance of career readiness by connecting 
students with local community volunteers who can give positive and helpful insights to the demands and 
challenges of post-graduate life.  
 
The numbers show graduation rates have improved, but it’s time to look at the individuals who make up 
the numbers and continue our commitment to those children’s future and success.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


